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MINI Cooper S: Battery Box Water Leak - the
presence of water in the back hatch storage
compartment of several R50 and R53 MINI
Coopers.

Something we have seen in our shop more and more frequently as these cars get older and
take some abuse, is the presence of water in the back hatch storage compartment of
several R50 and R53 MINI Coopers.  This problem is directly attributed to the seal around
the hatch door handle wearing out and allowing rain and other water in.  Sometimes the leak
can come from the plastic handle itself cracking from repeated pulling or from using it to
support the weight of the hatch itself.

Battery Compartment half filled with water

Even a small crack can cause the seal
to fail and water to enter the hatch.
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Mini Cooper Repair
Tip: Window
Regulator
Problems
OEM Window
Regulator Part
Numbers: 51 33 7
039 451 - 2002-
6/2005 Left 51 33 7
039 452 - 2002-
6/2005 Right 51 33
7 162 163 - 6/2...

Mini

Cooper S: Rattle
Noise from Engine
Mini Technical
Service Bulletin SI
M 11 02 07 
Update: 2/20/13 -
View this TechTip :
Mini Cooper s R56
Engine Rattle
Noise Vehicles ...

TECH TIP: MINI
Cooper Harmonic
Balancer
Replacement -
Watch these
Videos: Part 1:
Examples of the
damage that can
occur on several
factory harmonic
balancers. Part 2:
How to remove and
install the harmonic
balancer on the
crankshaft.
MINI Cooper  OEM
Part Number: 11 23
7 525 135 Vehicles
Effected: MINI
Cooper (2002-
2006) MINI Cooper
"S" (2002-2006)
MINI ...

TECH TIP: MINI
Cooper "S" Coolant
Tank Upgrade -
replace that old
cracked plastic
tank with a new
aluminum version.
Click here - to view
this D.I.Y. upgrade.
TECH TIP: MINI
Cooper "S" Coolant
Tank Upgrade
Problem: MINI
Cooper "S" plastic
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Posted by Phillip Wilmeth at 10:51 AM 

Labels: Battery in water, handle seal, hatch seal, MINI Cooper rust, mini cooper s, r50,
r53, rusted floorboard, rusted interior, water in floorboard

   

  
This can be a costly repair if
left unchecked.  Not only
have we seen rust damage
in these areas that can rot
the sheet metal, but in the
Cooper S the battery and
several electronics attached
to the battery can be
destroyed.  Repair of the
cables, sensors, and fuses
connected to the battery are
a minimum of several
hundred dollars in parts
alone and will require
several labor hours of wire
routing.

This handle is held on
by 4 screws and is
easy to replace on your
own.  If your handle is
not cracked and in
good shape, you can
just replace the gasket. 
If the handle is cracked,
you can replace the
entire handle, with a
new gasket included,
safely and easily.  If
you ever wanted to
upgrade the look of the
rear of your MINI, this
is also a great
opportunity to upgrade
to a black or chrome
handle that will not
require any color match
painting.

Rust and mud spreading from the screw holes

Battery Compartment half filled with water

Installation and removal only involves these four screws
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coolant tank failure:
...

Mini Cooper Repair
Tip: Coolant
System Problems
PROMINI Tech
Tips
==============
==============
==============
==============
Coolant Expansion
Tank & Cap
Product Information
- cli...

Cooper "S" R53
Power Steering
Pump Failure -
click to read
Cooper "S" R53
Power Steering
Pump Failure   A
Mini Cooper "S"
R53 was driven
into the shop last
week. The
alternator...

SOLD! - Silver
2004 MINI Cooper
S - This car is
super clean, runs
and looks great.
Type: 1.6L Gas 4-
Cyl, Front Wheel
Drive,
Transmission: 6
Speed Manual.
Many Upgrades,
New Tires, A/C &
Engine Serviced.
SOLD!! - Silver
2004 MINI Cooper
S For questions
please email
a.hafner@bmpdesi
gn.com PRINT
SALE FLYER
(PDF) - click here
Standard Equ...

MINI Cooper S:
Battery Box Water
Leak - the
presence of water
in the back hatch
storage
compartment of
several R50 and
R53 MINI Coopers.
Battery
Compartment half
filled with water
Even a small crack
can cause the seal
to fail and water to
enter the hatch.
Somethi...

TECH TIP: How to
change the Cabin
Air Conditioning on
a MINI Cooper. -
Replacing the
cabin air filter in
your MINI is a very
quick but
neccessary thing to
do each year. -
Watch the Video!
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